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THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE, THABANG MAKWETLA VISITS
ETHIOPIA; 14-15 MAY 2009 TO ATTEND THE 3%° ORDINARY MEETING OF
MINISTERS OF DEFENCE AND SAFETY AND SECURITY AT THE AFRICAN
UNION HEADQUARTERS IN ADDIS ABABA.
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The Deputy Minister of Defence, Thabang Makwetla is to pay a two-day visit to
Ethiopia to attend the 3™ Ordinary Meeting of Ministers of Defence and Safety and
Security at the African Union Headquarters in Addis Ababa.

The purpose of the meeting Ministers of Defence and Safety and Security is to
consider the progress made in the operationalisation of the African Standby Force,
and consider proposals for further implementation. The meeting will also be
attended by African Chiefs of Defence and Heads of Security.

The African Standby Force was established by the African Union to support and
keep peace in Africa. To this end, the AU has recommended the development of a
common security policy and, by 2010, the establishment of an African Standby
Force capable of rapid deployment to keep, or enforce, the peace.

Once fully operational, the African Standby Force will comprise of standby brigades
in each of the five regions, and incorporate a police and civilian expert capacity.
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